
Minutes of the Meeting of Farndon Parish Council held on Monday, 24th June 2024 at 6.30pm 
in the Parish Room, Memorial Hall, Marsh Lane, Farndon 

 
Present:  Councillor M Baker, 
 Councillor Mrs M Bayne  
 Councillor B Boyer 
 Councillor A Chrimes 
 Councillor Mrs S Kingston 
 Councillor Parker 
  
Also present six members of the public, County Councillor Mrs Saddington and Peter 
Nathanail, Directore, Vectare Ltd 
        

FPC24-26 
 

Apologies for absence 
Received and accepted from Councillors Mrs H Bayne and A Duckmanton, together 
with District Councillors Allen, Haynes and Kellas  

  

FPC24-27 Declarations of Interest 

 It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as 
required during the meeting. 
 

FPC24-28 Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – 20th May 2024 
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 20th May 2024 were accepted as a true 
and correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

FPC24-29 To welcome Peter Nathanail, Director, Vectare Ltd to discuss the 90 Bus Service 
This item would be taken when Mr Nathanail arrived.  
 

FPC24-30 County Councillor Session 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.33pm for Cllr Mrs Saddington’s report.  
  
Councillor Mrs Saddington considered that the repair work on Long Lane appeared to 
be a reasonable compromise to a full resurfacing.  
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington referred to the temporary traffic lights that were currently 
in place at Hawton bridge, over the River Devon.  Discussions had been held with Via 
about making them permanent, but officers had stated that they considered the 
position should be reviewed after the Southern Link Road was open.  That view was 
not supported by Councillor Mrs Saddington, nor Hawton Parish Council, as it made 
sense to undertake any work while contractors were on site.   
 
It had been suggested that a petition should be presented by Hawton Parish Council to 
Councillor Mrs Saddington to present to Full Council, with a request for funding to be 
found to install permanent traffic lights.   If this could also be supported by Farndon 
Parish Council, by submitting its own petition, this would be of benefit and add more 



weight to the request.   The Chair advised this was on the agenda for consideration.  
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington did not consider it acceptable that the matter should be 
reconsidered after the road was open and an assessment made of how busy the traffic 
was through the village.   Both Parish Councils were aware of how this route was used 
as a ‘rat run’ should there be any delays on the A46 or A1, so the matter needed to be 
addressed now.   
 
The Chair thanked Councillor Mrs Saddington for her report and reconvened the 
meeting at 6.41pm.  
 

FPC24-29 
(cont) 

To welcome Peter Nathanail, Director, Vectare Ltd to discuss the 90 Bus Service 
The Chair welcomed Mr Nathanail to the meeting and suspended the meeting at 
6.42pm for his report. 
 
Mr Nathanail advised that he would be delighted to hear feedback on the service and 
also advised that he had positive news to share regarding the bus service through 
Farndon.   
 
It was acknowledged that the bus service was personal to the customers that relied on 
it and that the service to the village had not always been as it should have been.  
 
Mr Nathanail advised that with the cancellation of HS2, local authorities had received 
money back for transport improvements.   Vectaire had put forward a number of 
proposals for bus service improvements, and the village would benefit from two of 
these from the end of July.  
 
This would mean that, on Sundays, there will be an additional three journeys on the 90 
service which would be extended through to Fernwood.  On Monday to Friday, there 
will be a new route, the No 92.  This will be same as the 90, but it will follow the 
previous 91 route through the Almond Grove/California Road part of the village to the 
Northgate Railway Station.  It had been timed to provide a connection to the London 
trains.   The 92 service will stop at the retail park.   
 
It would be funded for two years and Vectaire had opted to run it for 3 years.  After 
that time it has to be commercially viable to remain.   Nottinghamshire County Council 
will want to see an increase in passenger numbers.   
 
There will be a leaflet drop with timetables for both the 90 and 92 routes.   The Chair 
suggested that it would also be of benefit if details of the services, and whether there 
was any change in bus size, could be highlighted on the Farndon Residents page.    
 
The new service will be monitored as a matter of course.  The service will start with a 
16 seater bus and if there was high demand then Vectaire would look to increase the 
size of the bus.  
 
 



A discussion took place around the smaller buses and how hard it was for people with 
accessibility and mobility issues to use them.   Mr Nathanail advised that the 90 bus 
route would always be a large bus, provided there were no breakdown issues.  Four 
buses were available to service the route.  The new 92 service would be trialled with a 
16 seater bus in the first instance.   
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington thanked Mr Nathanail for the update.  It was suggested if 
there was to be a viable commercial service, then the 90 and 92 services needed to be 
spaced throughout the day.   
 
A discussion took place around the storage of luggage and the lack of storage facilities 
on the bus and the difficulties some passengers experienced in getting their luggage 
onto the buses.  Mr Nathanail advised that drivers were encouraged to sit and wait 
until all passengers were sat down.  
 
The 92 service was scheduled to start on 28th July.  The Chair extended an invitation to 
Mr Nathanail to addend the September meeting of the Parish Council so that feedback 
could be given on the service.   
 
Councillor Mrs Bayne acknowledged that the service had improved significantly from 
when it was first introduced.  However, it was understood that some drivers were still 
travelling at speeds which were not conducive to the wellbeing of passengers.   Mr 
Nathanail advised that Vectaire were making a concerted effort to improve driving and 
customer service standards, and passengers may see some changes as a result of that.   
 
A resident referred to the timings of the late night services from Newark and 
Nottingham, especially in relation to attending concerts, which Mr Nathanail agreed to 
look into.   
 
Finally, a resident referred to drivers going straight past the bus stop on Main Street 
when people were sat in the shelter.  Mr Nathanail agreed to discuss this with the 
team.  
 
The Chair thanked Mr Nathanail for attending and looked forward to seeing him again 
in September.    
 

FPC24-31 Nottinghamshire County Council 

(a) To consider a request to support Hawton Parish Council in lobbying the County Council 
for permanent traffic lights at Hawton Bridge.  
Consideration of this item was deferred until the Chairman’s Report later on the 
agenda.  

  

FPC24-32 District Councillor Session 
No report was presented as all District Councillors had given their apologies.   
  
 
 



FPC24-33 Newark & Sherwood District Council 

(a) To note the adoption of the Statement of Community Involvement  
Members received and noted correspondence confirming the adoption of the 
Statement of Community Involvement.  
 

FPC24-34 Farndon Residents Environment Group 

 The Chair suspended the meeting to allow Mr Swanwick to give his report.  
 
FREG had undertaken their normal monthly litter picks, and had also provided 
assistance to the Notts Wildlife Trust in the Willow Holt.  The Watch hut had also been 
painted.   
 
Discussion took place regarding the width of the hedges alongside FP2, which 
connected the unmade part of Long Lane to the River Trent.  It was AGREED that the 
Clerk log this with the Rights of Way team.   
 
Mr Swanwick referred to an article regarding dog flea treatments posing a hazard to 
aquatic life, and whether this could have an impact on the ponds if dog swam in them.   
 
Councillor Parker considered that it was a matter of knowledge and education and 
advised he would undertake some research and put some information out on the 
Residents page.   
 

(a) Minutes – June 2024 
The minutes of the June meeting were received and noted.  

  

FPC24-35 Public 10 Minute Session 

 The Chair suspended the meeting to allow for questions from the public present.  No 
questions were raised so the meeting was immediately reconvened.  
 

FPC24-36 Financial Matters 

(a) To consider accounts for payments in accordance with the circulated schedule 
Members received and noted the accounts for payments as outlined in the circulated 
schedule.  
 

(b) To note any receipts in accordance with the circulated schedule 
Members received and noted the receipts as outlined in the circulated schedule.  
 

(c) To note the Council’s financial position as at 31st May 2024 
Members noted the Council’s financial position as at 31st May 2024, which showed a 
balance of £79,379.33 across its accounts.   
 

(d) To note the completion of the Internal Audit of the 2023/24 Accounts and receive the 
Internal Auditor’s Report 
Members received and noted the Internal Auditor’s Report.  
 



(e) To consider the Annual Governance Statement as at 31st March 2024 
Members received and approved the Annual Governance Statement as at 31st March 
2024 and AGREED that it should be signed by the Chairman 

  

(f) To consider the Accounting Statements as at 31st March 2024 

Members received, noted and agreed the Accounting Statement as at 31st March 2024 
and AGREED that it should be signed by the Chairman.  
 
The statement would now be submitted to PKF Littlejohn for review and the notice for 
the public inspection posted.   

  

FPC24-37 Parish Council Matters 

(a) To review and adopt the new Model Financial Regulations 
The Clerk referred to the circulated new Model Financial Regulations and areas 
highlighted where the Parish Council could make changes to better reflect the 
operation of the Council.  
 
It was AGREED that the Clerk make the changes as discussed and re-circulate to 
Members for final approval at the August meeting.  
 

(b) To note an Application for a Development Consent Order submitted to the Secretary of 
State for the A46 Newark Bypass and to consider any representation to be submitted 
prior to 14th July 2024 
After discussion, it was AGREED that the Clerk would download documents relevant to: 
 

• Noise 

• Traffic Control 

• Public Footpaths 

• Flooding 
 
and forward to Members for review.   
 
It was AGREED that an additional meeting be called for Wednesday, 10th July 2024 at 
6.30pm to put together a response to the Planning Inspectorate, prior to the deadline 
of 14th July 2024.  
 

(c) To note the advertisement of a Casual Vacancy to be filled by Co-Option 
The Clerk advised that advice had been sought from Newark & Sherwood District 
Council regarding advertising of a Casual Vacancy in a Pre-Election Period.   It had been 
confirmed that this did not preclude the advertising of a Casual Vacancy.    Notices had 
been placed on the Parish Council’s noticeboards, with a closing date of 2nd August 
2024 in order that any applications could be considered at the 5th August meeting.  
 
 
 
 



(d) To note the receipt of additional CCTV cameras and discuss their positioning 
The Clerk advised that the cameras that had been kindly donated by Farndon Marina 
had been collected and would be inspected to see where they could be deployed and 
whether they could be added to the existing monitoring network.  
 
Consideration of a more detailed discussion on CCTV would be deferred until the 
August meeting.   

  

FPC24-38 Update Reports from Chairs 

(a) Chairman’s Report 
The Chair referred to the site tour of the Southern Link Road arranged by Urban & Civic 
on 24th June.  A copy of U&Cs OnStream magazine was circulated to Members for 
information.  
 
The connecting roundabout at Farndon was not scheduled to be open for 18 months to 
2 years.  Traffic management of the A46 should be in place towards the end of 
2025/early 2026.  The floods in late 2023/early 2024 had impacted and put the project 
back six months.   The first part of the road should be open by the end of November.   
 
The Chair referred to Agenda Item 6(a)  which contained a request to support Hawton 
Parish Council in lobbying the County Council for permanent traffic lights at Hawton 
Bridge.    
 
Reference was made to the email from the Chair of Hawton Parish Council making a 
request for the lights to remain.  Discussion took place on the response from the 
Highways Network Manager as Members did not consider it was clear when the 
temporary traffic lights would be removed.    The Clerk was asked to seek clarification 
on which section of the road was being referred to and report back to Members.  

  

(b) Planning 

 24/00811/LDC – Unit 17, Hardys Business Park, Hawton Lane, Farndon - Application for 
Lawful development certificate for proposed replacement of roof with like-for-like new 
roof 
Members noted the application for a Lawful Development Certificate as outlined.   
 
Decision Notices 
There were none to receive. 
 
Tree Works 
24/01011/TWCA – Wood End Cottage, Fosse Road, Farndon - T1 Leylandii - Fell. Close 
proximity to property blocking out light - low amenity value. T2 Black Pine - Fell - 
According to observations made by the homeowner, the tree's lean is increasing 
rapidly which, due to its location and lack of trees in proximity, could be a sign that 
that it is in decline. Some cracking on ground was observed during site visit. And no 
reason for it to grow (leaning) towards the light was evident. T3 Ash - Fell - Tree is 
leaning over neighbours' drive and is showing early signs of dieback. 



 
24/00960/TWCA – Cherry Oak, 10 School Lane, Farndon - Remove tree (see 
photograph). 
 

Members received and noted the applications for tree works in the Conservation Area. 
  

(c) General Purposes 
There were no issues to note.  

  

(d) Cemetery 
To consider a further quotation for a replacement fence 
The Clerk advised that a further quotation had been requested but not yet received.  
The item was deferred for consideration at the August meeting.   
 

(e) Playing Field 
To receive an update on the demolition of the old Cricket Club pavilion 
The Clerk advised that an update on the demolition of the old Cricket Club pavilion had 
been requested in advance of the meeting.    
 
The Cricket Club had advised that when any developments were planned the Parish 
Council would be advised.  Members considered that this was an unsatisfactory 
response and that a full update of the present position with the relocation of the bat 
roost be requested.  Further, the Cricket Club to be advised that the Parish Council 
wished to see the old pavilion demolished by the end of September.   
 
Members noted that the old pavilion was on land now not covered by the new lease 
issued to the Cricket Club and the Parish Council wanted to be able to progress its own 
plans for the area, which it could not do without a timeline for the demolition and 
clearance of the area.   
 
To plan a way forward for an upgrade to the Play Area 
Discussion took place regarding the way forward for an upgrade of the play area. 
Councillor Parker would look to putting a post out on the Residents page for the 
community to come forward to assist with the engagement required to achieve grant 
funding.  
 

(f) Ponds & Riverside 
To receive an update on the resurfacing of the Riverside car park 
The Clerk referred to discussions with Via regarding the potential for ‘hot boxing’ of the 
worst areas of the car park.  Initially, Officers had indicated that this was work that 
could be undertaken but that had been revised due to the amount of work required on 
the highways network following the recent floods.   
 
A list of contractors had been shared and it was AGREED that the Clerk contact the 
companies provided to establish if they would come and review the area with a view to 
providing a quotation.  



  

FPC24-39 Notts Association of Local Councils 
June Newsletter  
Members received and noted the content of the June Newsletter, a copy of which had 
been circulated to them for information.  

  

FPC24-40 
 
 

Correspondence 
There was none to consider.  

FPC24-41 
(a) 
 
 
 
(b) 
 
 
 
(c) 
 
 
 
(d) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(e) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(f) 
 

Items for Notification 
Clapper Gates 
Councillor Parker referred to the condition of the clapper gates adjacent to the Sea 
Scouts.  The Clerk was asked to report them to the Canal & River Trust.   
 
Potholes 
Councillor Boyer referred to the potholes on the hard standing area of the playing field 
which needed repair.  The Clerk would progress with the Sexton.  
 
Tree Roots 
Councillor Boyer referred to emerging tree roots along the footpath adjacent to the 
ponds by the River Trent.  The Clerk to refer to Rights of Way.   
 
Memorial Hall 
Councillor Mrs Kingston raised a number of issues that had been discussed at the 
Memorial Hall Trustees meeting: 
 

• Whether the Parish Council would contribute towards the repair to the pothole 
at the front of the car park 

• Whether the Parish Council would be making a financial contribution to the 
Contact Point 

• Decoration of the office where the cupboard had been removed 
 

Further, the Trustees had confirmed they would not be replacing the front gate to the 
car park.   
 
Works on West End/Wyke Lane/California Road 
Councillor Mrs Bayne referred to problems with the contractors that were undertaking 
the works on West End/Wyke Lane/California Road.   No smoking signs put up to warn 
the public were ignored by the contractors and the standard of work was not 
considered up to that of work previously undertaken.   The Clerk would raise these 
issues direct with Via.  
 
There was also a welfare unit on Wyke Lane that was partially blocking a gate that 
provided access to the Notts Wildlife Trust land, which the Clerk would also raise. 
 
Cost Savings 
The Clerk was asked to progress a response from the Cricket Club regarding moving the 



 
 
 
(g) 

CCTV monitoring to the new pavilion in order that a review of costs could be 
completed and a decision made on giving up the Parish Room.  
 
Horses on Rights of Way 
The Clerk advised that notification signs had been received from the Rights of Way 
team which would be put up along the footpaths.  
 

FPC24-42 Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday, 10th July 2024 at 6.30pm 
 
 

 
FPC24-43 To consider the exclusion of the press and public:   

That pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 
the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of 
the business to be discussed.   

Staffing Matter 

(FPC24-44) 
 

  

The meeting closed at 9pm.  


