
Minutes of the Meeting of Farndon Parish Council held on Monday, 23rd February 2026 at 
6.30pm in the Parish Room, Marsh Lane, Farndon 

 
Present:  Councillor M Baker (Chair) 
 Councillor F Aitken 
 Councillor Mrs H Bayne 
 Councillor Mrs M Bayne 
 Councillor A Chrimes 
 Councillor A Duckmanton 
 Councillor Mrs S Kingston 
 Councillor P Parker 
  
Also present, Mr Swanwick (FREG) and County Councillor Mrs Saddington 
 
 
        

FPC25-122 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor B Boyer, District 
Councillors Allen, Haynes & Kellas   

  

FPC25-123 Declarations of Interest 

 It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as 
required during the meeting. 
 

FPC25-124 Minutes of the Parish Council – 26th January 2026 
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 26th January 2026, were accepted as a 
true and correct record and signed by the Chair. 
 

FPC25-125 County Councillor Session 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 6.31pm for the County Councillor’s report.  
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington referred to the Parish Council’s successful application to 
the Local Communities Fund which had recently been confirmed.  
 
A donation of £340 from Councillor Mrs Saddington’s Divisional Fund would be 
forthcoming, to be used towards replacement litter and dog bins.   
 
Budget setting would take place at the County Council on 26th February.  Councillor 
Mrs Saddington would be lobbying on the provision of SEND hubs.   Road will also be 
a priority for the opposition.  Councillor Mrs Saddington advised that the portfolio 
holder for roads was Councillor Bert Bingham, if Members or residents wished to 
contact him in relation to the condition of the roads.   
 
 
 
 



In response to a question raised by a resident in relation to the Union Flags that had 
been installed recently, Councillor Mrs Saddington advised that she had no 
information on where the flags had been sourced from or where they had been 
made.   
 
The Chair thanked Councillor Mrs Saddington for her report, and for her support with 
both the LCF and her Divisional Fund donation and reconvened the meeting at 
6.42pm.  
 

FPC25-126 Nottinghamshire County Council 

(a) To note receipt of a donation from Councillor Mrs Saddington’s Divisional Fund.  
A donation of £340 had been agreed from Councillor Mrs Saddington’s Divisional 
Fund.  The Clerk advised it would be used for replacement dog and litter bins.   
 

(b) To note damage reported to the School Lane bollards and actions taken 
Members noted that the recent damage to the School Lane bollards had been 
reported to Via.  The Police were aware of the incident that had led to the damage to 
the bollards and had also reported the matter to Via.   
 

FPC25-127 District Councillor Session 
No report was presented as all District Councillors had given their apologies.   
 

FPC25-128 Newark & Sherwood District Council 

(a) To note further actions taken following matters raised during the Village Walkabout 
The Clerk updated Members on the recent multi-agency meeting that had taken place 
to discuss parking issues in the village.    
 

(b) To receive information in relation to a statutory consultation on Local Government 
Re-Organisation 
The Clerk referred to correspondence received in relation to a statutory consultation 
on Local Government Re-Organisation.  Members were invited to complete the 
survey should they wish to do so.   

  

FPC25-129 Farndon Residents Environment Group 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 6.52pm for FREG’s report.  
 
A monthly litter pick had been held, nitrous oxide cannisters had been removed from 
School Lane and work had been undertaken in the Willow Holt.   
 
The Chair thanked Mr Swanwick for his report and reconvened the meeting.   
 

(a) Minutes – February 2026 
Members noted the February 2026 minutes, a copy of which had been circulated for 
information.  

  
 



FPC25-130 Public 10 Minute Session 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 6.55pm for the public session. 
 
A resident referred to work recently undertaken on Fosse Road to cut back 
vegetation, which had seen contractors leave the vegetation on the verge.  The Clerk 
advised this was work that had been done by the Internal Drainage Board.  Enquiries 
would be made to establish if it would be removed.   
 
The meeting was reconvened at 7pm.   

  

FPC25-131 Financial Matters 

(a) To consider accounts for payments in accordance with the circulated schedule 
Members noted the complete payment schedule for January and the current 
schedule for February.  
 
Councillor Parker queried the continued excess weight charges.  The Clerk advised 
waste was being monitored to determine where the excess weight was coming from.  
 

(b) To note any receipts in accordance with the circulated schedule 
Members noted the confirmed receipts for January and those received to date in 
February . 
 

(c) To note the Council’s financial position as at 31st January 2026 
Members noted the Council’s financial position as at 31st  January 2026 was 
£105,494.75 across all its accounts.  
 
The Clerk advised that a report would be brought to the March meeting updating 
Members on costs for potential projects Members may wish to consider in the 2026-
27 financial year.  
 

FPC25-132 Parish Council Matters 

(a) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(b) 
 
 
 

To receive an update in relation to outside bodies  
Councillor Mrs Kingston advised that the Memorial Hall coffee mornings continued to 
be supported.   
 
A community cleaning day had been held recently to deep clean the Hall.   Thanks 
were extended to everyone who had attended.  
 
The Chair referred to a recent Newark Town Fund meeting where reference had been 
made to the potential opening date for the Southern Link Road.   The Clerk would 
seek clarification. 
 
To receive an update in relation to the proposals for carbon capture at Staythorpe 
Power Station 
Members noted the update in relation to the carbon capture proposals at Staythorpe 
Power Station.  



(c) To receive details of the Boots and Beret Awards 2026 
Members received and noted the details of the Boots and Beret Awards 2026.  
 

FPC25-133 Update Reports from Chairs 

(a) Chairman’s Report 
The Chair had nothing further to report.   

  

(b) Planning 

 Applications 
There were none to receive.  
 
Decision Notice 
There were none to receive.  
 
Tree Works 
There were none to receive.  
 
Village Design Statement 
The Clerk advised that, following a request made by Councillor Mrs H Bayne at the 
January meeting, information had been sought from Newark & Sherwood District 
Council in relation to a Village Design Statement for the village.   
 
After discussion, it was AGREED not to take this further at this present time but that 
the Clerk seek clarification from the District Council on how best to protect the Open 
Breaks at the perimeter of the village.  Councillor Mrs M Bayne referred to the 
significant archaeological importance of finds in these areas.  The Clerk would seek to 
establish if the areas were listed as Heritage Assets.   
 

(c) General Purposes 
To receive a report on the recent flood plan implementation 
The Clerk advised that the recent implementation of the flood plan had worked well. 
All signage was now back in storage.   
 
To consider adopting an Emergency Plan, including the production of a household 
booklet 
The Clerk referred to a booklet produced by North Muskham Parish Council providing 
advice to residents on how to prepare for an emergency.   
 
After discussion, it was AGREED that the Clerk seek a quotation on how much it 
would cost to produce the booklet, one for each household.  It was not considered 
that an emergency plan was a priority at this moment as the main risk to the village 
was from flooding, and a flood plan was in place.  
 
 
 
 



(d) Cemetery 
The Clerk advised that a number of sunken graves had appeared, which it was 
considered was due to the recent spate of wet weather.  Steps would be taken to 
remedy affected graves.   
 

(e) Playing Fields 
To consider a request received to use the playing field hard standing in relation to 
the Gordon Whelbourn Running Week 
The Clerk advised that a request had been made to use the hard standing for car 
parking on Wednesday, 3rd and Friday, 5th June 2026.  All cars had to be removed by 
9pm.   
 
Subject to this not interfering with any event at the Memorial Hall, this request was 
AGREED.   
 

(e) Ponds & Riverside 
The Clerk confirmed that the application to the Local Community Fund had been 
accepted.  The funds would be used as match funding for the installation of gabions 
at two areas in the ponds.  

   

FPC25-134 
(a) 

Notts Association of Local Councils 
To note the appointment of a new Chief Executive Officer 
Members noted that Pat Woodfield had recently been appointed as the new Chief 
Executive Officer.  
 

FPC25-135 
(a) 
 

Correspondence 
Councillor Duckmanton referred to correspondence received from a private individual 
who was looking to arrange a community event on the playing field in June 2026.  
After discussion, it was AGREED that delegated authority be given to Councillor 
Duckmanton and the Clerk to advise of the requirements needed, including an Event 
Management Plan and the potential involvement of the District Council’s Safety 
Action Group. 
 

FPC25-136 
(a) 

Items for Notification 
Councillor Aitken referred to the road surface on Wykes Lane that had dropped away 
into the verge.  This had deteriorated further in the recent flooding.  The Clerk 
advised this would be discussed with Via.  
 
Councillor Mrs Kingston referred to concerns over the path at the Church and 
overhanging trees in the churchyard.  The Clerk confirmed that pollarding work had 
recently been undertaken to a row of Limes.  While on site the contractor had been 
approached by a Church Warden in relation to other works, details of which the Clerk 
had sent across to the PCC for discussion.   
 
Councillor Mrs Kingston referred to the new route of the Newark Half Marathon and 
asked whether any information had been received.  The Clerk confirmed nothing had 



yet been received.   
 
Councillor Mrs Kingston referred to the vegetation around the bus stop on Main 
Street which appeared to be intruding into an adjacent residential property.  The 
Clerk confirmed this had been cut back extensively last year.  The Sexton would be 
asked to review and take remedial action if required.  
 
The Chair referred to grant funding that may be available for cemeteries and church 
yards.  Information would be obtained and shared with the Clerk.  
 

FPC25-137 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday, 23rd March 2026 at 6.30pm 
 

The meeting closed at 8.20 pm.  


