
Minutes of the Meeting of Farndon Parish Council held on Monday, 28th October 2024 at 
6.30pm in the Parish Room, Memorial Hall, Marsh Lane, Farndon 

 
Present:  Councillor M Baker (Chair) 
 Councillor F Aitken 
 Councillor Mrs H Bayne 
 Councillor B Boyer 
 Councillor A Duckmanton 
 Councillor A Chrimes 
 Councillor Mrs S Kingston 
 Councillor P Parker 
 
Together with 3 members of the public, Mr Swanwick (FREG) and District Councillor 
Haynes  
       

FPC24-84 
 

Apologies for absence 
Received and accepted from Councillor Mrs M Bayne, District 
Councillors Allen & Kellas and County Councillor Mrs Saddington.  
 

FPC24-85 Declarations of Interest 

 It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as 
required during the meeting. 
 

FPC24-86 Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council – 23rd September 2024 
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 23rd September 2024 were accepted as a 
true and correct record.   
 

FPC24-87 To welcome Peter Nathanail, Managing Director, Central Connect, to discuss the 90 
Bus Service 
The Chair advised that unfortunately Mr Nathanail could no longer attend the Parish 
Council meeting.  However, he had provided a written report which the Chair read to 
the meeting: 
 
‘We continue to be pleased with patronage levels on route 90, which continues to see 
growth. Thank you to Farndon residents for their ongoing support. We are working to 
improve the quality of bus stop promotional material and repaint and refresh the 
buses used on the route by the end of January 2025. We are aware of very high 
loadings on peak time buses, especially the 07:13 from Fernwood to Nottingham, but 
would encourage passengers to consider using route 92 as an alternative. We welcome 
the extension of the Government Fare Cap announced today (albeit with the cap 
increased to £3), which means that reduced fares will continue to be available on route 
90 (and 92) moving forwards. 
 
Route 92 patronage continues to grow steadily, and is averaging approximately 50 
passengers per day. We acknowledge that there is a need for improved reliability on 
this route, and our Operations team are making changes to improve reliability moving 



forwards. The week before last reliability was 87.5%, but last week reliability was 
100%, so we are heading in the right direction. 
 
We will be undertaking further marketing activity in and around Farndon and along the 
route of routes 90 and 92 moving forwards, to encourage further update of the service. 
We would love to see 100 passengers per day using the service by the end of the 
calendar year. Remember that every time you travel counts as a journey, so a trip to 
Newark and back would count as two journeys on our statistics! 
 
As ever, we are keen to receive feedback from local residents, and are happy to receive 
correspondence via our customer services team (contact@central-connect.co.uk).’ 
 
The report had been shared on the Residents page for information.   
 

FPC24-88 County Councillor Session  
No report was presented as Cllr Mrs Saddington had given her apologies.  
 

FPC24-89 Nottinghamshire County Council 

(a) Biodiversity Net Gain Supplementary Planning Document Consultation 
Members received and noted the consultation document but did not consider it 
necessary to make any comment.  
 

(b) To receive details on the Lengthsman Scheme 
Members noted that joining the Lengthsman Scheme had been considered by the 
Parish Council in August 2022 but did not consider it feasible to join the Scheme at that 
time.  
 
Following the September meeting, the Clerk had requested further information on the 
Scheme from Via East Midlands and had also requested confirmation on whether the 
grass cutting fee currently received would still stand.  It had been confirmed that the 
grass cutting fee would stand and the fee for the Lengthsman Scheme would be in 
addition to that.  The current fee payable to the Lengthsman Scheme had been 
confirmed as £1,350.   
 
After discussion, Members AGREED that the Clerk make further investigation to see if 
the Parish Council could join the scheme for the remainder of the financial year and to 
also determine whether the list of duties provided could be curtailed to suit the Parish 
Council.  
 

(c) To receive an update on highways matters logged with Via 
The Clerk updated Members on a number of matters logged with Via, these included 
the overgrowth of vegetation on North End, the jitty at The Meadows, the hedge at the 
junction of Main Street and Fosse Road.   
 
Discussion took place around who was responsible for the boundary hedge.  Via were 
of the opinion that it was not their responsibility and had provided a plan which 
appeared to confirm that opinion.    

mailto:contact@central-connect.co.uk)


 

(d) To note the wording from Hawton Parish Council regarding a petition for permanent 
traffic lights on Hawton Lane bridge and consider circulation in the community 
Members noted the wording agreed by Hawton Parish Council regarding a petition for 
permanent traffic lights on Hawton Lane bridge.   It was AGREED that this wording be 
supported and that arrangements be made to circulate it within the community.  

  

FPC24-90 District Councillor Session 
The Chair suspended the meeting to allow District Councillor Haynes to present his 
report.  
 
Cllr Haynes reminded the Parish Council that the County Council were the Lead 
Authority on flooding, not the District Council.  
 
Councillor Haynes reported that Cllrs Allen and Kellas were attending a  meeting of the 
Policy & Performance Improvement Committee at NSDC.  The Committee would 
receive an update on the siting of the Kiddey Stones.   
 
Cllr Haynes advised that the District Council were entering the budget cycle and 
encouraged the Parish Council to consider any areas they might like to see included.   
 
The Chair thanked Cllr Haynes for his report and reconvened the meeting. 
 

FPC24-91 Newark & Sherwood District Council  

(a) Consultation on the Proposed Statement of Gambling Principles 
Members received and noted the consultation on the Proposed Statement of Gambling 
Principles and did not consider it necessary to make any comment.  
 

(b) To note boundary inspections undertaken by Newark & Sherwood District Council 
Members noted the inspections undertaken by Newark & Sherwood District Council 
and the properties that would be making boundary improvements.   

  

(c) To consider a move across to a .gov website with Hugo Fox and associated email 
addresses, and submission of an application for funding 
Members noted the report circulated by the Clerk requesting Members to consider a 
move across to a .gov website with Hugo Fox.  After discussion it was AGREED that the 
Clerk progress with the move and submit an application for funding to assist with the 
initial cost.  
 

FPC24-92 Farndon Residents Environment Group 

 The Chair suspended the meeting for the report from FREG.  
 
Mr Swanwick reported that FREG had undertaken the regular monthly litter pick.   
Additionally, 2000 bluebell bulbs had been planted in Farndon Park recently.  A 
donation of saws had been received which would be helpful in tree maintenance.  
 



The Chair thanked Mr Swanwick for his report and reconvened the meeting.  
 

(a) Minutes – October 2024 

 Members noted the minutes, a copy of which had been circulated to Members.   

  

FPC24-93 Public 10 Minute Session 

 The Chair suspended the meeting at 6.57pm for the public session.  
 
A resident asked if there had been any further update from Via regarding the pump at 
Nursery Avenue.  Cllr Parker advised that there had been no further information 
received.   
 
The Chair thanked residents for their input and reconvened the meeting at 7.04pm.   
 

FPC24-94 Financial Matters 

(a) To consider accounts for payments in accordance with the circulated schedule 
Members received and noted the accounts for payments as outlined in the circulated 
schedules to 30th September and up to 26th October.  
 

(b) To note any receipts in accordance with the circulated schedule 
Members received and noted the receipts as outlined in the circulated schedules for to 
30th September and up to 26th October.  
 

(c) To note the Council’s financial position as at 30th September 2024 
Members noted the Council’s financial position as at 30th September 2024, which 
showed a balance of £85,021.21 across its accounts.     
 
In response to a query from Councillor Boyer regarding the %age spend against salaries 
shown on the income and expenditure sheet, the Clerk advised that this was due to 
expenditure on the October salaries showing on the report.   
 

(d) To receive a report on potential cost savings for the Parish Council, including details on 
the projected budget position as at 30th September 2024 
The Clerk referred to the report circulated to Members outlining a number of financial  
matters for consideration.   
 
One key item was the potential cost savings around the Parish Room, which the 
Council’s Memorial Hall Trustees had raised at the last meeting of the Trustees.  The 
Memorial Hall Trustees had offered a reduction in rent to £1,000 per annum, with the 
Parish Council still retaining sole use of the Parish Room.  The Trustees would want to 
accept the Parish Council’s offer for access to the wi-fi.   
 
Cllr Chrimes noted that the wi-fi did not currently cover the whole building, but 
enquiries could be made with the Council’s provider regarding boosters.   
 
 



The Parish Council’s agreement to the Memorial Hall Trustees offer would be taken to 
the next meeting of the Trustees.  
 
Discussion took place regarding the option for the Parish Council to take out a Public 
Works Loan Board to cover the cost of the capital works required as outlined in the 
report.  Members noted that the Parish Council’s existing loan was coming to the end 
of its term.   
 
After discussion, Councillor Mrs H Bayne proposed that the Clerk investigate taking out 
a Public Works Loan Board to move projects forward and bring a report back to the 
December meeting, this was seconded by Councillor Aitkens and AGREED.   
 

(e) To formally receive correspondence from PKF Littlejohn regarding the External Audit 
and arrangements for the Notice of Conclusion of Audit 
Members formally noted correspondence circulated by the Clerk from PKF Littlejohn 
confirming that the External Audit had been concluded without any reports.  The 
Notice of Conclusion of Audit had been posted on the website.  
 

(f) To receive details of the NJC Pay Award for 2024-25 
Members noted that the pay award for 2024-25 had been agreed and would be 
applied to staff on NJC Pay Scales from October, with backpay reflected in the 
November salary.  
 

(g) To receive quotations for the resurfacing of the Riverside car park 
Consideration of this item was postponed to the December meeting.    Members noted 
that the Clerk had been unsuccessful in eliciting a response from the third contractor 
and it was presumed that no quotation would be submitted.  
 

(h) To consider joining the Rural Communities Action Network  
Members noted that the Rural Communities Action Network could help their members 
with community consultation, as would be required with any application for funding.  
However, it was not considered necessary to join the Network at this time.   
 

(i) To note the opening of the 95 Day Deposit Account with NatWest and agree a transfer 
of funds 
Members noted the opening of the 95 Day Deposit Account with NatWest.  After 
discussion it was AGREED that the sum of £48,000 be transferred to the NatWest 
account.  The balance of funds would then be transferred to the Unity Bank account 
and the Virgin Money account closed. 

  

FPC24-95 Parish Council Matters 

(a) To receive an invitation to the Remembrance Service at Newark Air Museum  
It was AGREED that Councillor Parker would attend the Remembrance Service at 
Newark Air Museum on 10th November 2024.  A wreath would be provided for Cllr 
Parker.  
 



(b) To note the signing off of the Community Flood Signage Scheme by Nottinghamshire 
County Council/Via 
Members noted that the flood signage scheme had been signed off and was now live 
with Nottinghamshire County Council.   
 

(c) To note proposals by the Government to introduce new Simpler Recycling regulations 
Members noted information received from the Council’s trade waste provider 
regarding the introduction of new regulations.  After discussion, it was AGREED that 
delegated authority be given to the Clerk and Councillor Parker to review the 
regulations and determine the impact on the Council’s litter bin service.  

  

FPC24-96 Update Reports from Chairs 

(a) Chairman’s Report 
The Chair advised that he would be attending a meeting at Staythorpe Power Station 
during November.  

  

(b) Planning 

 Applications 
Prior to consideration of this item, Councillor Mrs H Bayne removed herself from the 
meeting.  
24/01630/LBC – Pilgrims Cottage, Main Street, Farndon – The Provision of 
Replacement Windows and Door to the Front Elevation  
After discussion, it was AGREED that no objection be raised to the application.  
 
24/01787/HOUSE – 1 Hawton Lane Cottages, Hawton Lane, Farndon - Ground floor 
side extension 
After discussion, it was AGREED that no objection be raised to the application.  
 
24/01597/HOUSE – Fern Hill Cottage, 1B School Lane, Farndon - Erection of a garden 
room/ office in the rear garden 
After discussion, it was AGREED that no objection be raised to the application.  
 
24/01480/FUL – Hardys Farm Shop, Hawton Lane, Farndon - Render external walls in 
grey colour 
After discussion, it was AGREED that no objection be raised to the application.  
 
Decision Notices 
24/01416/HOUSE – Old Hall Cottage, 1 Old Hall Close, Farndon - Replacement 
windows, doors and oak framed canopy/porch to east elevation. Detached timber 
framed car port and replacement rear boundary wall 
Members noted the decision notice outlining that planning permission had been 
refused for the development as outlined.  
 
 
 
 



Tree Works 
24/01721/TWCA – 3 St Peter’s Close, Farndon - Reduce trees (T1 Leylandii, T2 
varigated Holly and T3 Holly) back to border alongside amount shown in submitted 
photograph (1.5mts above the brick wall) 
Members noted the tree works as outlined.  
 
24/01712/TWCA – Kennel Cottage, Old Hall Close, Farndon - Works to cut back 
branches of 1 No. walnut tree to previous pollarding points 
Members noted the tree works as outlined.  
 
Planning Appeal 
APP/B3030/D/24/3351238 - Old Hall, 1 Church Street, Farndon – Erection of Oak 
framed Pool room 
Members noted an appeal had been submitted against the refusal of planning 
permission for the development as outlined.  This application had been supported by 
the Parish Council.  
 

(c) General Purposes 
A46 Newark Bypass – Preliminary Meeting note from 8th October 2024 
Cllr Mrs Kingston had attended the preliminary meeting on the 8th October on behalf of 
the Parish Council.    Documentation received since the meeting had been circulated to 
Members which contained links to enable them to access information.   

  

(d) Cemetery 
To note publication of the Law Commission's Consultation Paper on Burial and 
Cremation and to consider giving delegated authority to the Portfolio Holder and 
Clerk to review and respond 
Members AGREED that delegated authority be given to the Portfolio Holder, Cllr Mrs M 
Bayne, and the Clerk to review the Consultation Paper and respond as appropriate.  
 

(e) Playing Field 
To consider the proposals from Trees for Climate 
The Clerk explained that a revised proposal plan was awaited from Trees for Climate.  
This would show an amendment to reduce the community orchard area in size, and 
planting of low canopy trees for the old cricket pavilion site.   
 
The Clerk confirmed that Trees for Climate would be responsible for maintenance of 
the trees for a 15 year period.   
 
To consider a way forward for the Play Area Project 
This item was deferred for consideration at the December meeting.   
 

(f) Ponds & Riverside 
To receive feedback on an inspection by the Clerk and Cllr Parker of the Ponds & 
Riverside area 
Councillor Parker reported that a good inspection of the areas had taken place, which 
had led to areas being referred to Newark & Sherwood District Council which had been 



covered under Minute No FPC24-91(b).  Locations for the new picnic benches had been 
agreed.  

  

(g) Reports from Outside Bodies 
Councillor Mrs Kingston reported back on the last meeting of the Memorial Hall 
Trustees.  Discussion had taken place around repairing the pothole at the junction of 
the gate and pavement.  Cllr Parker advised that the problem was likely to be linked to 
the pavement level.  The Clerk would raise this with Via for inspection.  
 
Cllr Mrs Kingston asked if the grit bin could be filled by the Parish Council.  The Clerk 
confirmed that 5 bags of salt would be provided by Via and some could be used to fill 
the bin.   
 
Members were asked whether they would take responsibility for the planters at the 
Memorial Hall.  After discussion, this offer was declined.   
 

FPC24-97 Notts Association of Local Councils 
October Newsletter  
Members received and noted the content of the October Newsletter, a copy of which 
had been circulated to them for information.  

  

FPC24-98 
 
 

Correspondence 
There was none to consider.  

FPC24-99 
 

Items for Notification 
 
Councillor Duckmanton referred to a request received by the Cricket Pavilion to erect a 
marquee for a wake for a long standing resident of the village.  Members had no 
objection to the marquee given the occasion.   

FPC24-100 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday, 2nd December 2024 at 6.30pm.  

  

 
FPC24-101 To consider the exclusion of the press and public:   

That pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 
the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of 
the business to be discussed.   

Commercial Sensitivity 

(FPC24-102) 
 

The meeting closed at 8.27pm 
 


