Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Farndon Parish Council held on Tuesday, 27t" May 2025
following the Annual Parish Meeting

Present: Councillor M Baker,

Councillor Mrs M Bayne
Councillor Mrs H Bayne
Councillor A Chrimes
Councillor Mrs S Kingston

Also present, one member of the public and District Councillor Allen.

FPC25-1

FPC25-2

FPC25-3

FPC25-4

To Elect a Chairman of the Council — Civic Year 2025/26
The Clerk called for nominations to the position of Chairman of the Parish Council
for the Civic Year 2025/26.

Councillor Mrs H Bayne proposed Councillor Baker, seconded by Councillor
Kingston.

There were no other nominations.

This was unanimously AGREED and the Clerk declared that Councillor Baker was duly
elected as Chairman of the Parish Council. The Declaration of Acceptance of Office
to be signed.

To Elect a Vice-Chairman of the Council — Civic Year 2024/25
The Chairman called for nominations to the position of Vice-Chairman of the Parish
Council for the Civic Year 2024/25.

Councillor Mrs H Bayne proposed Councillor Mrs Kingston, seconded by Councillor
Baker.

There were no other nominations.

This was unanimously AGREED and the Chairman declared that Councillor Mrs
Kingston was duly elected as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council. The Declaration of
Acceptance of Office to be signed.

Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors Boyer,
Duckmanton & Parker, District Councillors Kellas and Haynes and County Councillor
Mrs Saddington.

Declarations of Interest

It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as
required during the meeting.




FPC25-5

FPC25-6

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

FPC25-7

FPC25-8

To appoint Councillor Areas of Responsibility for the 2025/26 Civic Year

Councillors were allocated the following areas of responsibility:

Planning Councillor Parker & Councillor Chrimes
General Purposes Councillor Aitken

Cemetery Councillor Mrs M Bayne

Playing Field Councillor Duckmanton

Ponds & Riverside Councillor Parker

To Review and Determine Representation on Outside Bodies

Farndon Residents Environment Group

Members noted that there was a good relationship with FREG, with Mr Swanwick
attending on a monthly basis, and resolved not to appoint a nominated
representative at this time.

Farndon Memorial Hall Trustees
It was noted that the Parish Council could have up to six representatives. The
Trustees currently were Clir Mrs Kingston, Clir Mrs H Bayne, and Clir Boyer.

Members agreed that the three current Trustees be reaffirmed as representatives. In
addition, Councillor Aitken be nominated. The Clerk would follow up with Councillor
Parker who was considering whether he wished his name to be put forward.

Newark Healthcare Group
It was AGREED that the representatives should remain as Councillor Mrs M Bayne.

Newark Municipal General Charities
Members noted that Councillor Mrs M Bayne had been appointed as a Trustee until
2027.

Staythorpe Power Steering Group
It was AGREED that the representative should remain as Councillor Baker.

To Review and Adopt Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
Members adopted Standing Orders without any amendment.

The Clerk advised there had been minor changes made to paragraphs 5.4, 5.7 and
5.11 of the Financial Regulations as advised by the National Association of Local
Councils. Subject to these amendments being made, Members adopted the Financial
Regulations.

To review the following Policies:
e Health & Safety Policy
e Equality & Diversity Policy
e CCTV Policy & Operating Policy



FPC25-9

FPC25-10

FPC25-11

FPC25-12

e Constitution Document

Members received and noted the above policies. Cllr Chrimes referred to the CCTV
Operating Policy with regard to the protection of the equipment and reference made
to it being in a secure cupboard. After discussion it was AGREED that the Clerk liaise
with Cllr Chrimes to ensure this requirement is met.

To note the Council’s Asset Register and Risk Register
Members received and noted the Council’s Asset Register and Risk Register. The
Clerk advised that a review of the Asset Register would take place during the year.

Clir Chrimes referred to the desktop computer. The Clerk confirmed this was now
obsolete. It was AGREED that Clir Chrimes and the Clerk liaise in relation to secure
disposal.

To confirm the dates and times of ordinary meetings of the Parish Council for the
Civic Year 2025/26
The dates of the ordinary meetings for the Civic Year 2025/26 were confirmed as:

2025

Monday, 23 June 2025
Monday, 4th August 2025
Monday, 22" September 2025
Monday, 27% October 2025
Monday, 1%t December 2025

2026

Monday, 26™ January 2026

Monday, 23 February 2026

Monday, 23" March 2026

Monday, 27™ April 2026

Tuesday, 26™ May 2026 - Annual Meeting of the Parish and Annual Meeting of the
Parish Council

All meetings would commence at 6.30pm.

The Clerk to circulate a schedule to Members and place a copy on the noticeboards.

Minutes of the Parish Council — 28 April 2025
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 28" April 2025, were accepted as a true
and correct record and signed by the Chair.

County Councillor Session
No report was presented as County Councillor Mrs Saddington had given her
apologies.



FPC25-13
(a)

(b)

Nottinghamshire County Council

To note the Public Consultation on the Draft Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS)
for Nottinghamshire and Nottingham and consider a response

Members noted the information circulated in relation to the consultation. The Clerk
advised that there was a webinar for landowners on Thursday, 5% June 2025 that she
would be attending.

Councillor Mrs M Bayne referred to solar farms and queried why no reference was
made within the documentation. The Clerk would raise during the webinar.

A question was also raised regarding whether there would be any impact with the
change to a new administration. The Clerk would seek clarification.

To receive feedback on the meeting held on 6™ May 2025 regarding the Southern Link
Road and Hawton Lane

The Chair updated Members following the meeting on 6™ May. The Chair advised
that there were parties at the meeting in favour and against the closure. The Chair
had strongly argued that case against closure due to the impact on the village.

However, having listened to all parties input, it had been confirmed that the closure
would still go ahead as it was considered that this offered firstly, the safest option,
and secondly the option that was most financially viable. The County Council
maintained that the cost of temporary signals would be upward of 100k. Further the
closure would also enable the Bowbridge to Hawton Road link of the SLR to open and
not create a rat run through Hawton village.

It was appreciated that this would be disappointing for the residents of Farndon who
used Hawton Lane to access the south of Newark and was a decision the County
Council had not taken lightly. Apologies were extended for the inconvenience this
would cause and stated that the situation had come from the knock on of the A46
works, and the County Council have had to respond in a reactive manner.

Following on from the meeting, advice had been received that the final power
connections to finish off the remaining work on the new section of road (street
lights/traffic signals, etc) for it to be ready to open at the end of May, could not be
completed as the energy company had cancelled the date due to unforeseen reasons.

A new date had been received towards the end of May, which meant U&C were
looking at the end of June for the middle section of the road to be finished. It would
then need to be finally approved and legally agreed by the County Council. U&C had
tasked to keep everyone updated on timelines.

The County Council had confirmed that Hawton Lane would remain open until such
time as the new section of the road was ready to open.

Councillor Mrs H Bayne referred to a recent freedom of information request made as
a private individual which had revealed that the cost of the traffic lights for the period



FPC25-14

FPC25-15
(a)

FPC25-16

28™ February 2025 to 30t May 2025 was £9,467.54, which did not accord with the
cost of £100,000 referred to.

Members again reiterated the huge impact the closure of Hawton Lane would have
on the village. The County Council had not directly responded to the request made in
relation to providing data that the majority of the traffic going over the bridge is
actually turning right to Newark, therefore using it as a 'rat run'.

After discussion, the Clerk was asked to seek a full rationale from officers in relation
to the decision to close Hawton Lane.

Councillor Mrs H Bayne asked when the next SLR meeting would be held. The Clerk
advised that it was in the process of being arranged with no date yet fixed.

District Councillor Session
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.27pm to allow District Councillor Allen to
present his report.

Councillor Allen advised that U&C had been asked to confirm what would happen to
the pond areas once building was complete. They had confirmed that they would be
retained until the end of the development when they would look to pass them on to
another body.

The District Council were looking to provide pitches in conjunction with schools. At
the moment six were proposed at Magnus, Newark Academy, Suthers, Southwell,
Dukeries and Clipstone. 40% of funding would be from the District Council, with 60%
from the Football Foundation. They would be available to schools during the day,
and public in the evening, and would be managed through Active 4 Today by a service
agreement.

Councillor Aitken raised a question about Local Government Reform and progress
given the recent election at the County Council. Councillor Allen advised that it was
unclear what the new administration’s policy would be.

The Chair thanked Councillor Allen for his report and reconvened the meeting at
7.38pm.

Newark & Sherwood District Council

To consider an application to the Flood Resilience Grant Scheme (Round 2)

After discussion, it was AGREED that the Clerk submit an application for a supply of
aqua sacs, including barrier type ones.

Farndon Residents Environment Group
The Chair suspended the meeting for Mr Swanwick’s report.

Mr Swanwick advised that the group had been pulling Himalayan Balsam over the



(a)

FPC25-17

FPC25-18
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(8)

past month.

Minutes — May 2025
Members noted the minutes, a copy of which had been circulated in advance of the
meeting.

Public 10 Minute Session
There were no questions raised.

Financial Matters

To consider accounts for payments in accordance with the circulated schedule
Members received and noted the accounts for payments as outlined in the circulated
schedules.

To note any receipts in accordance with the circulated schedule
Members received and noted the receipts as outlined in the circulated schedules.

To note the Council’s financial position as at 30™ April 2025
Members noted the Council’s financial position as at 30t April 2025 with a balance of
£60,458.18 across the Council’s accounts.

To note the completion of the Internal Audit of the 2024/25 Accounts and receive the
Internal Auditor’s Report

Members received and noted the Internal Auditor’s Report. The Clerk advised no
issues had been raised.

To consider the Annual Governance Statement as at 31t March 2025
Members received and approved the Annual Governance Statement as at 31st March
2025 and AGREED that it should be signed by the Chairman.

To consider the Accounting Statements as at 31t March 2025
Members received, noted and agreed the Accounting Statement as at 31st March
2025 and AGREED that it should be signed by the Chairman.

The statement would now be submitted to PKF Littlejohn for review and the notice
for the public inspection posted.

To receive the outcome of an application to the National Lottery Community Fund
Members noted that the application to the National Lottery Community Fund had
been successful, with a sum of £19,950 awarded.

The Clerk outlined that costs of the new Better Years had also been included within
the application.

Members noted that the Farndon Friendship Group had continued to meet since
previous funding finished. After discussion, it was AGREED that the Clerk liaise with



(h)

(i)

FPC25-19
(a)

(b)

FPC25-20
(a)

(b)

the Group in terms of making the best use of the grant which may not include
meeting the whole cost of the Friendship Group meetings.

To receive details of the renewal of the Council’s Insurance for 2025/26
Members received details of the renewal of the Council’s main insurance for 2025/26
with a premium of £1,594.76.

To consider the purchase of a new laptop

After consideration it was AGREED that a new laptop be purchased to be used by the
Clerk at a cost of £740 plus VAT. This was required as Microsoft 10 would no longer be
available after October 2025.

It was also AGREED that the desktop computer in the office be securely destroyed as it
was surplus to requirements and outdated.

Parish Council Matters

To consider arranging a training event on the Community Flood Plan

After discussion, it was AGREED that the Clerk arrange a training event with the
nominated Flood Wardens on implementation of the Community Flood Plan in the
event of an emergency.

To agree a date to move across to .gov.uk email addresses
It was AGREED that the move across to .gov.uk email addresses take effect from 1
July 2025.

Update Reports from Chairs
Chairman’s Report
No report was given.

Planning
Prior to consideration of the Planning applications, Councillor Mrs H Bayne removed
herself from the meeting.

25/00472/ADV — Land off Fosse Road, Farndon - Freestanding Signage

After discussion it was AGREED that objection be raised to the signage on the grounds
of highway safety as Members considered it would be a distraction to drivers.
Additionally, Members considered that the signage would negatively affect the
appearance of the area.

Councillor Mrs H Bayne rejoined the meeting.

Decision Notices

25/00098/FUL — Barn Conversion, 9A School Lane, Farndon — Conversion work to
form a two-bedroom dwelling to include alterations to window openings,
replacement windows and new rooflights. Erection of Porch.

Members received the decision notice outlining that permission had been granted for




(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

FPC25-21
(a)

(b)

FPC25-22
(a)

FPC25-23
(a)

the development.

Tree Works

25/00742/TWCA — Cherry Oak, 10 School Lane, Farndon - T1 — Copper Beech —
Reduce height by one third

Members noted the application for tree works as outlined.

General Purposes
There were no matters to report.

Cemetery
There were no matters to report.

Playing Field
The Clerk confirmed that the weed spray of the playing field had been completed.

Ponds & Riverside

To receive details in relation to the insurance claim for damage at the ponds
The Clerk advised that the work had been completed and funds received from the
insurance company.

To note work undertaken in relation to the flood bank via the Flood Resilience
Grant Scheme

The Clerk advised that the work in relation to the flood bank had been completed.
The funds from the Flood Resilience Grant Scheme would now be requested.

Notts Association of Local Councils

May Newsletter

Members received and noted the content of the May Newsletter, a copy of which had
been circulated to them for information.

To receive details of the 2025 Annual General Meeting

The Clerk advised that the 2025 Annual General Meeting would be held on
Wednesday, 15" October 2025 at Calverton Village Hall between 1.30pm and
4.30pm.

The documentation in relation to the appointment of delegates and nominations to
the Executive Committee would be brought back to the June meeting.

Correspondence

To receive a letter of thanks from Farndon Guides

Members noted the letter of thanks from Farndon Guides for the donation of £200
which had enabled all of the girls to attend camp.

Items for Notification
Councillor Chrimes advised that the hedge through to the River Trent from Power
Lane (FP2) was overgrown and beginning to impede users. The Clerk would report to



FREG initially.

Reference was made to the laurel hedge at the junction of Almond Grove and Marsh
Lane impeding visibility. The Clerk advised this had been previously reported to Via
but would be reported again.

Councillor Mrs Kingston asked the Clerk for an update on the application to the
PWLB. The Clerk advised that correspondence had been received earlier in the day
raising queries that would be reviewed and responded to.

FPC25-24 Date of Next Meeting
Monday, 23 June 2025 at 6.30pm

The meeting closed at 8.50pm.



