
Minutes of the Meeting of Farndon Parish Council held on Monday, 24th March 2025 at 
6.30pm in the Parish Room, Memorial Hall, Marsh Lane, Farndon 

 
Present:  Councillor M Baker (Chair) 
 Councillor F Aitken 
 Councillor Mrs M Bayne 
 Councillor Mrs H Bayne 
 Councillor B Boyer 
 Councillor A Duckmanton 
 Councillor A Chrimes 
 Councillor Mrs S Kingston 
 
Together with Mr Swanwick (FREG), County Councillor Mrs Saddington and three members 
of the public. 
 

FPC24-151 
 

Apologies for absence 
Received and accepted from Councillor Parker and District Councillors, Allen, Haynes 
and Kellas. 
 

FPC24-152 Declarations of Interest 

 It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as 
required during the meeting. 
 

FPC24-153 Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council – 24th February 2025 
Subject to an amendment to FPC24-145 to read ‘Councillor Mrs M Bayne’, the minutes 
of the meeting held on Monday, 24th February 2025 were accepted as a true and 
correct record.   
 

FPC24-154 County Councillor Session  
The Chair suspended the meeting at 6.31pm for Councillor Mrs Saddington’s report.  
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington advised that the County Council had received £9m to secure 
bus services in the County, including those that come through Farndon.  
 
The next meeting in relation to the flood event on Nursery Avenue had been arranged 
for Friday, 11th April 2025.  No further meeting had yet been arranged for the flood 
issues on Farndon Road.  
 
The Chair allowed a question from a member of the public present in relation to 
Nursery Avenue.  The resident understood that a potential interim solution had been 
identified for Nursery Avenue.  Councillor Mrs Saddington advised that she did not 
have any confirmed information on that.  It was understood there were several issues 
that needed to be discussed with residents to ensure that the community were happy 
with actions taken.  Councillor Mrs Saddington asked the resident to establish whether 
there were any other residents that may wish to join the Teams meeting.   
 



Councillor Mrs Saddington referred to the recent information received from Via 
regarding the closure of Hawton Lane, Farndon.   
 
Members noted that the closure was now proposed from May 2025 to September 
2026.  The original roadworks bulletin gave notice to close the road from 19th March 
2025 to September 2026.  The Clerk advised Members that no notification of the 
closure had been received and that matter had been raised with Officers as a concern.  
Officers from Via had been requested to provide the rationale behind the closure    
 
Officers had advised that the rationale for the decision was due to rat running that is 
occurring through Hawton village following the A46 being reduced to one lane as part 
of the new SLRs roundabout works.  Although temporary traffic lights had been 
provided as a reactive measure to ensure safety on the narrow bridge entering 
Hawton, a closure was considered the more appropriate traffic management for this 
location with the works due to take 18 months. 
  
The situation was also due to worsen when the new section SLR opened in the coming 
months, and without a closure, a southern bypass would be created from the A1 to the 
Fosse Road via Hawton village. This was something that would not be suitable due to 
the narrow bridge located in the village, even before consideration was given to the 
negative impact on residents in Hawton with the significant increase in traffic through 
their village. 
  
It was appreciated that this would cause issues for the 800 vehicles a day (measured by 
tube count) that used this route from Hawton, Farndon and the South of Newark, but it 
was felt that on balance the reduction of rat running was more important than keeping 
this link open for all vehicles.  Officers had advised that this was not a decision the 
County Council took lightly, but it was felt this was the appropriate course of action. 
  
Following negotiations, it had been agreed to postpone the closure of Hawton Bridge 
until the new Southern Link Road opened, with temporary traffic signals remaining. 
There would also be a review of the closure once it was in place through the Southern 
Link Road meetings. 
 
Members expressed strong concern at the impact this closure would have on the 
village, as it would effectively remove any route to avoid the queues that would 
inevitably form on Fosse Road, Farndon Road and the A46.   
 
After discussion, the Clerk was asked to express the Parish Council’s objection to the 
closure and request that Via provide data that traffic going over the bridge was turning 
right to go to Newark so using it as a ‘rat run’.   They would want to see traffic lights  
remaining until after the SLR new link was open, for a period of time afterwards, and 
then removed should it be determined that the level of traffic had not increased.   
Members were aware that previous closure of the road had a significant impact on the 
businesses in Hawton and at Hardys.   
 
 



The Chair thanked Councillor Mrs Saddington for her report and reconvened the 
meeting at 7pm.  
 

FPC24-155 Nottinghamshire County Council 

(a) To receive a summary from Via regarding the closure of Hawton Lane, Farndon from 
May 2025 to September 2026 
This matter had been considered under Minute No FPC24-154.  
 

FPC24-156 District Councillor Session 
No report was given as all District Councillor’s had given their apologies.   
 

FPC24-157 Newark & Sherwood District Council  

 There were no matters to consider.  

  

FPC24-158 Farndon Residents Environment Group 

 The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.03pm for the report from FREG.  
 
Mr Swanwick confirmed that FREG had undertaken their monthly litter pick and had 
completed maintenance work on Farndon Park.   
 
The Chair thanked Mr Swanwick for his report and reconvened the meeting at 7.05pm.  
 

(a) Minutes – March 2025 

 Members noted the minutes, a copy of which had been circulated to Members.   

  

FPC24-159 Public 10 Minute Session 

 The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.06pm for the public session.  
 
A resident objected to the closure of Hawton Lane as had been discussed earlier on the 
agenda.  
 
The Chair thanked the resident for their participation and reconvened the meeting at 
7.07pm.  
 

FPC24-160 Financial Matters 

(a) To consider accounts for payments in accordance with the circulated schedule 
Members received and noted the accounts for payments as outlined in the circulated 
schedule.  
 

(b) To note any receipts in accordance with the circulated schedule 
Members received and noted the receipts as outlined in the circulated schedule.  
 

(c) To note the Council’s financial position as at 28th February 2025 
Members noted that the Council’s financial position as at 28th February 2025 across all 
its accounts was  



 
Following a request from Councillor Boyer, the Clerk confirmed that the %age spend to 
28th February would be circulated to Members for information.   
 

(d) To confirm the appointment of the Internal Auditor for the 2024/25 Accounts 
Members AGREED to retain BMB Financial Services as Internal Auditor for the 2024/25 
accounts.  

  

FPC24-161 Parish Council Matters 

(a) To consider an event to commemorate the 80th Anniversary of V E Day 
The Clerk advised that the Fun Run would be held on Thursday, 8th May, and the 
Cricket Club had agreed to open the Cricket Pavilion and put a BBQ on.  Timings had 
yet to be confirmed.   
 
There would be a lighting of the beacon in line with the National Beacon event at 
9.30pm.   
 

(b) To receive reports from Members attendance at Outside Bodies  
Councillor Mrs Kingston advised that a meeting of the Memorial Hall Trustees had 
been held on 17th March.  A request had been made for the Parish Council to 
investigate problems with the wiring to the defib that had been identified by Derry’s 
Building Services.  Councillor Mrs Kingston would share details with the Clerk in order 
that this could be progressed.  
 
Councillor Mrs M Bayne advised that the Newark Healthcare Consultative Group had 
met on 21st March 2025.   It would be beneficial for an additional Member to be 
nominated to attend should Councillor Mrs M Bayne be unable to attend.  It was 
AGREED that Councillor Mrs H Bayne be nominated.  
 
Councillor Mrs M Bayne referred to the recent Stakeholder Briefing regarding the 
Urgent Treatment Centre and asked the Chair if this could be included in the next issue 
of the Farndon Focus.   

  

FPC24-162 Update Reports from Chairs 

(a) Chairman’s Report 
There were no items to report.   

  

(b) Planning 

 Applications 
Prior to consideration of the applications, Councillor Mrs H Bayne removed herself 
from the meeting.   
25/00188/LBC – Apple Tree Cottage, 3A School Lane, Farndon - Replacement replica 
wooden windows to the bathroom and second floor bedroom 
After discussion, it was unanimously AGREED that the application be supported.  
 
 



25/00098/FUL – Barn Conversion, 9A School Lane, Farndon - Conversion work to form 
a one bedroom dwelling to include alterations to window openings, replacement 
windows and new rooflights. Erection of Porch 
After discussion, it was unanimously AGREED that the application be supported.  
 
Decision Notices 
There were none at the time of setting the agenda.  
 
Tree Works 
25/00382/TWCA – Willow Cottage, 17A Main Street, Farndon - T1 - Willow - Pollard as 
per photograph submitted 
 
25/00343/TWCA – St Peter’s Church, Church Street, Farndon - Limes within G4 - Pollard 
back to previous pruning points. Tree T3 - 50% crown reduction 
 
25/00315/TWCA – 8 West End, Farndon - T1 Silver Birch Remove to ground level The 
tree is showing signs of heavy decline with the majority of canopy being dead and 
evidence of larch limb failure in the past . With its close proximity to property it 
presents a real risk to the habitat. It’s reached the expected life span of silver birch tree 
looking to be over 60 year old T2 Pine tree There is a young pine planted at the base of 
a Mature pine tree and it has started growing into the canopy of the more mature tree 
Removing the smaller tree will allow The larger one to continue to grow unaffected in 
coming years 
 
25/00286/TWCA – 12A Cross Lane, Farndon - T1 - Mature Silver Birch - section fell to 
ground level due to large wound/cavity in lower trunk 
 
Members noted the applications for tree works.  
 

(c) General Purposes 
There were no matters to consider.  

  

(d) Cemetery 
To note submission of an application to Newark & Sherwood District Council for work 
to the Lime Trees within St Peter’s Churchyard and a quotation for the works.   
Members noted that the application had been submitted and a quotation for the 
works was being sought.   
 

(e) Playing Field 
To consider a request from the organisers of the Gordon Whelbourn Running Week 
to use the hard standing area on Wednesday, 4th and Friday, 6th June 2025.  
Members considered the request from the organisers of the Gordon Whelbourn 
Running Week in relation to the use of the hard standing area on Wednesday, 4th and 
Friday, 6th June 2025.  After discussion, it was AGREED that this request be granted, 
subject to the provision that all vehicles would need to be removed by 9pm.  
 
 



 

(f) Ponds & Riverside 
There were no matters to consider.   

  

FPC24-163 
(a) 
 
 

Notts Association of Local Councils 
March Newsletter  
Members received and noted the content of the March Newsletter, a copy of which 
had been circulated to them for information.  

  

FPC24-164 
 
 

Correspondence 
There was none to receive.   

FPC24-165 
 

Items for Notification 
Councillor Chrimes advised that evidence had been observed that fires had been lit in 
the ponds.  The Clerk advised that the Sexton had spoken to the group responsible and 
advised them that fires were not allowed.   They had also been asked to remove the 
litter and waste they had made while fishing at the ponds without a permit.  
 

FPC24-166 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday, 28th April 2025 at 6.30pm.  

  

The meeting closed at 7.27pm. 
 


