Minutes of the Meeting of Farndon Parish Council held on Monday, 22" April 2024 in the
Memorial Hall at 6.30pm

Present: Councillor M Baker

Councillor Mrs H Bayne
Councillor Mrs M Bayne
Councillor A Chrimes
Councillor A Duckmanton
Councillor Mrs S Kingston
Councillor P Parker

Also present, Stephen Swanwick (FREG) and District Councillors Allen, Kellas & Haynes and

County Councillor Mrs Saddington together with 3 members of the public
and Pete Mathieson, Transport and Travel Services Manager,
Nottinghamshire County Council

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

FPC23-142

FPC23-143

Apologies for absence
An apology for absence was received and accepted from Councillor Boyer.

With the agreement of Members, the Chair brought forward agenda item 5(a).

To raise additional concerns from residents regarding cessation of the No 91 Bus
Service
The Chair welcomed Mr Mathieson to the meeting.

Mr Mathieson advised that the County Council will continue to support the 354
service that runs through the village to Newark Northgate. The Notts Bus on Demand
Service had been introduced to serve villages to the east of Farndon that had
previously been supported by the 91 service. This demand led bus was not available
to Farndon as it was served by the 90 service that was run on a commercial basis. It
was recognised that there had been some initial problems when Vectaire took over
the 90 service, particularly around reliability and the capacity of buses. However, the
County Council had worked with the provider to address these issues and complaints
had reduced.

Councillor Mrs Saddington advised that the concern was around there being no
consultation prior to the 91 service being withdrawn. Residents who lived on Oak
Avenue, Almond Grove, The Copse and California Road, were able to catch the 91
service close to their properties. However, with the service now withdrawn this led
to a significant walk to catch the 90, which was not an easy option for some residents.
Councillor Mrs Saddington asked whether a discussion could be held with Vectaire to
identify if the 90 service could be re-routed periodically during the day to fill this gap.



FPC23-144

Councillor Mrs H Bayne advised that when the 91 was withdrawn it caused a huge
amount of anxiety for a lot of people who relied on the service to get to work.

Residents raised the following concerns:
e The lack of timetables available for the services that served the village
e No service being available to get pupils to the Magnus School
e The timing of the first 90 service at 9.34am which was inconvenient for
residents who had appointments in town
e Inability to access the East Bridgford Medical Centre by public transport

Mr Mathieson advised that the County Council were obliged to provide school buses
where no other service was provided and noted that some Academies did provide a
bus service for pupils.

Councillor Mrs H Bayne asked at what point would a service not be deemed as
commercial. Mr Mathieson explained that where there was already a service that
was considered reasonable and was within 400m of a bus stop. It was noted that the
Mayoral Election were scheduled to take place on 2" May and that office would have
responsibility for transport.

Mr Mathieson advised that the concerns expressed at the meeting would be taken
away and reviewed. It was now understood where the gaps in service where and
discussions will be held with Vectaire in the first instance to establish if they can
amend their route on a periodic basis. Lessons will be learnt on the consultation
process.

The Chair thanked Mr Mathieson for attending and residents for attending and raising
their concerns.

The meeting was reconvened at 7pm.

Public 10 Minute Session
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.02pm for the public session.

A resident expressed concern that the 90 bus service, which also served Fernwood,
was not being used in that community and could therefore be lost if it wasn’t
commercially viable.

At the invitation of the Chair, Councillor Kellas responded to this concern and advised
that Fernwood Parish Council were addressing the issue which it was understood was
down to incorrect information on where the correct bus stops were.

The Chair thanked the resident for their participation and reconvened the meeting at
7.03pm



FPC23-145

FPC23-146

FPC23-147

FPC23-148
(a)

(b)

FPC23-149

Declarations of Interest
It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as
required during the meeting.

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council — 25 March 2024

Subject to an amendment to Minute number FPC23-132 to reflect that comments
were made by Councillor Mrs M Bayne, and an amendment to Minute number
FPC23-135(a) to read ‘The Parish Council would wish to see the front gate to the
Memorial Hall to be capable of being closed’, the minutes of the meeting held on
Monday, 25" March 2024, were accepted as a true and correct record and signed by
the Chairman.

County Councillor Session
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.07pm for Councillor Mrs Saddington’s report.

Clir Mrs Saddington referred to the meeting arranged by residents with the County
Council’s Flood Team at the Cricket Pavilion on Wednesday, 24t April, between 6pm
and 8pm. A further meeting regarding the flooding on Farndon Road was awaited.

Cllr Mrs Saddington referred to the patching work that was ongoing on Long Lane.
The Chair thanked Cllr Mrs Saddington for her report and reconvened the meeting.

Nottinghamshire County Council

To raise additional concerns from residents regarding cessation of the No 91 Bus
Service

This item had been taken earlier on the agenda.

To note the Roadworks Bulletin for Wyke Lane, West End, Cross Land and pavement
closure of California Road for Gas Mains Replacement

Members noted the information contained within the bulletin which had been
highlighted on the Farndon Residents page.

District Councillor Session
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.10pm for the District Councillor session.

Councillor Allen referred to an event that had been arranged for Saturday, 27 April
in and around the town centre. It included an event for Small Businesses, an
inflatable whale in the Market Place, and areas of Newark Castle which would be
open to the public.

An Active Travel Workshop had been held regarding encouraging cycling and walking
more with infrastructure projects. This included building them in with the Southern
Link Road and A46 Bypass. It was understood a consultation would be issued at
some point.



FPC23-150
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FPC23-151

Councillor Parker commended the District Council on this approach, but considered it
vital that once these routes were installed they needed to be maintained, and cited
the Millennium Bridge, adjacent to Aldi, as an example.

District Council Members understood that the glass recycling scheme had been well
received. Feedback on the service was welcomed which would be helpful to establish
if the frequency needed to be changed.

The existing bottle banks will be replaced with 1100 litre bins which, while smaller,
can be serviced by the District Council.

The Chair thanked the District Councillors for their report and reconvened the
meeting at 7.33pm.

Newark & Sherwood District Council

To receive a report from the Clerk on a joint meeting held with the Public Protection
Team and Nottinghamshire Police

The Clerk referred to a recent meeting held on Tuesday, 16™ April 2024 with the
District Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Officer and PC Nelson. It had been confirmed
that PC Nelson had taken over as the Beat Manager for the village, and would
continue to be supported by PCSO Munro.

The Clerk had discussed issues that the village experience during the Summer months
and the steps that the previous Beat Manager had considered introducing.

Both had expressed a desire to attend a future meeting of the Parish Council to
introduce themselves and meet Members.

To receive details on amendments to the Planning Scheme of Delegation and changes
to the Protocol on Planning Committee

Members received details on amendments to the Planning Scheme of Delegation and
changes to the Protocol on Planning Committee.

To consider the Statement of Community Involvement Consultation & Local
Validation Checklist Consultation
Members noted the consultation but did not consider a response was required.

Farndon Residents Environment Group
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.39pm to allow Mr Swanwick to present his
report.

Mr Swanwick advised that the monthly litter pick had been held. Some work had
been undertaken in the private reserve on West End and also in Farndon Wood. Two
nitrous oxide cannisters had been found on School Lane. The Clerk advised these
would be reported to the Police.
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The Chair thanked Mr Swanwick for his report and reconvened the meeting at
7.42pm.

Minutes — April 2024
Members received and noted the Minutes of the FREG Main Meeting held in April.

Parish Council Matters

To note confirmed arrangements for the 80" Anniversary of D Day event on 6% June
2024

The Clerk advised that the Fun Run was in place, with medals organised, the cost of
which would be wholly met by the Parish Council.

The Cricket Club had confirmed the pavilion would be open and a BBQ provided. The
Beacon would be lit at 9.15pm in line with the national beacon lighting initiative.

To receive an update on the Community Emergency Plan
The Clerk confirmed that a draft of the plan had been submitted to Nottinghamshire
County Council for review. Details of training were awaited.

To note information received from Greenwood Community Forest regarding Grant
Funding for Tree Planting

The Clerk referred to information received from the Greenwood Community Forest
regarding Grant Funding. A meeting would be arranged with the Officer to discuss in
more detail.

To consider the adoption of a Bio-Diversity Policy
Members noted the Bio-Diversity Policy and AGREED its adoption, subject to a minor
amendment to ensure it referred to ‘Farndon Parish Council’.

Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies

Councillor Mrs Kingston referred to the Parish Council’s contribution towards the
Police Contact Point. The Clerk confirmed that no payment had been made in the
2023-24 financial year.

The Clerk was asked to progress the request to the Memorial Hall Trustees for the
front gate to be locked once a year to ensure no public right of way was claimed.

The Chair advised that, on 8" May 2024, he would be attending a Royal Garden Party
as a representative of the Nottinghamshire Association of Local Councils.

Update Reports from Chairs

Chairman’s Report

The Chair advised that he had attended a Smaller Council’s Committee recently as
part of his NALC role. A discussion had taken place regarding the pressure on grave
space around the country and possible solutions.




(b)

(c)

(d)
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Planning
Applications
There were none to consider.

Decision Notices

23/01654/HOUSE — 41 Marsh Lane, Farndon — Proposed garden building/ancillary
accommodation in connection with existing dwelling

Members received and noted the decision notice granting permission for the
development as outlined. A condition had been included within the notice to ensure
that the accommodation is not occupied at any time other than for purposes ancillary
to the residential use of the dwelling. This was to prevent the creation of a separate
dwelling in a location where new residential development would not normally be
permitted.

Tree Works
There were none to receive.

Any Other Planning Matters

Planning Appeal — 23/00839/CPRIOR — Honey Lane Farm, Honey Lane, Farndon —
Notification for Prior Approval for a Proposed Change of Use of Agricultural Buildings
to 5 Dwellinghouses and for Associated Operational Development

Members noted that an appeal had been made to the Planning Inspectorate
regarding the refusal of planning permission on the site. The Parish Council’s
comments will be forwarded as part of the process.

To consider any matters that need reporting to Planning Enforcement
There were no issues that needed to be reported.

General Purposes
There were no matters to consider.

Cemetery
To note attendance of the Sexton on a Memorial Inspection Training Course — April

2024

Members noted that the Sexton had attended a Memorial Inspection Training Course
on 8™ April 2024. The information would be reviewed to see what changes needed
to be implemented.

Playing Field
To receive an update on an upgrade to the play area

The Clerk referred to advice received from the Community Lottery Fund regarding the
potential for support should a further application be submitted. Alternative sources
of funding had been suggested that might be better to apply to. The Clerk advised
that updated quotations from the Council’s chosen supplier had been requested.
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After discussion it was AGREED that the Clerk arrange a meeting with the community
to review the proposals put forward and that an application for funding be
progressed.

Use of Playing Field

Councillor Duckmanton referred to support given by the Parish Council over the last
2-3 years to allow the Little Kickers football coaching to establish itself. As it was now
running as a commercial business it was considered appropriate to bring them in line
with other users of the field and levy a charge for use, and to also establish
parameters for usage.

It was AGREED that a charge of £100 be levied for the 2024-25 season and that
delegated authority by given to Councillor Duckmanton and the Clerk to determine an
agreement on usage.

Artificial Grass
Prior to consideration of this item, Councillor Duckmanton declared a personal
interest and withdrew from the discussion.

The Clerk referred to correspondence received from the Cricket Club seeking to
understand if the Parish Council would support the installation of an artificial wicket
on the cricket square.

After discussion, it was proposed by the Chair, seconded by Councillor Mrs Kingston,
that this did not meet with the Council’s Bio-Diversity Policy and would not be
supported. This was AGREED by 6 votes for and one abstention.

To consider a weed spray of the playing field
It was AGREED that the weed spray be booked as soon as possible.

Ponds & Riverside
To note the work undertaken to the trees in the Picnic Area
The Clerk advised that the tree works previously agreed had now been completed.

To receive an update on the present position with an application for funding from
the Severn Trent Community Fund

The Clerk updated on the present position with the application to the Severn Trent
Community Fund. A meeting had been arranged with the school on Thursday, 25t
April with the new headteacher to discuss their requirements from the area to meet
their curriculum.

Financial Matters

To receive accounts for payments in accordance with the circulated schedule
Members received and noted the accounts for payments as outlined in the circulated
schedule.
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To note any receipts in accordance with the circulated schedule
Members received and noted the receipts as outlined in the circulated schedule.

To note the Council’s financial position as at 315t March 2024
Members received and noted the Council’s financial position as 315 March 2024, with
a balance of £54,387.52 across the accounts.

To note the submission of the Council’s 2023-24 financial accounts for internal audit
The Clerk confirmed that the Council’s 2023-24 financial accounts had been
submitted for internal audit.

To note the change to the Parish Council’s Trade Waste Service
The Clerk confirmed that changes to the Parish Council’s Trade Waste Service had
been put in place.

To receive an update on changes to the Parish Council’s banking arrangements
The Clerk confirmed that an application to open a current account had been
submitted to the Unity Bank.

Discussion took place regarding the opening of a deposit account. It was AGREED
that the Clerk should apply for an account that gave a higher interest deposit.

Notts Association of Local Councils

The Chair confirmed that the AGM had been booked for 12 October in the
afternoon between 12.30pm and 6.30pm. The first part would be the AGM, and the
second part for discussions and training.

Notts ALC April 2024 Newsletter
Members noted the circulated Newsletter.

To receive details on Code of Conduct Training

Code of Conduct training had been arranged for 2"4 May 2024. It was noted this was
the date of the Mayoral Elections and would be difficult for some Members to attend.
The Association was hoping to arrange further training.

To receive any correspondence
There was none to receive.

Items for Notification

Councillor Duckmanton referred to trees that had been chopped down in land
adjacent to School Lane. The Clerk to investigate.

Councillor Chrimes referred to the current vacancy for a Councillor. The Clerk advised
that a notice had been placed on the noticeboards that there was a Casual Vacancy.
If no request for an election was made, the Council would be able to co-opt into the
position.



FPC23-158 Date of Next Meeting
It was confirmed that the date of the next meeting would be Monday, 20" May 2024
at 6.30pm. This would be the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Meeting of the
Parish Council.

FPC23-159 To consider the exclusion of the press and public:
That pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act
1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential
nature of the business to be discussed.
Staffing Review and Cost Savings

(FPC23-160)

The meeting closed at 9pm.



