
Minutes of the Meeting of Farndon Parish Council held on Monday, 24th February 2025 at 
6.30pm in the Parish Room, Memorial Hall, Marsh Lane, Farndon 

 
Present:  Councillor M Baker (Chair) 
 Councillor F Aitken 
 Councillor B Boyer 
 Councillor A Duckmanton 
 Councillor A Chrimes 
 Councillor Mrs S Kingston 
 Councillor P Parker 
 
Together with Mr Swanwick (FREG), District Councillors Allen & Haynes and County 
Councillor Mrs Saddington 
 

FPC24-135 
 

Apologies for absence 
Received and accepted from Councillors Mrs B Bayne and Mrs H Bayne, and District 
Councillor Kellas. 
 

FPC24-136 Declarations of Interest 

 It was AGREED that any declarations of interest would be stated by Members as 
required during the meeting. 
 

FPC24-137 Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council – 27th January 2025 
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 27th January 2025 were accepted as a 
true and correct record.   
 

FPC24-138 County Councillor Session  
The Chair suspended the meeting at 6.31pm for Councillor Mrs Saddington’s report.  
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington referred to the commencement of roadworks on the A46 
and the impact the reduction of the dual carriageway to a single carriageway had had 
on traffic, particularly at the bridge on Hawton Lane.    Via had been requested to 
reinstate the temporary traffic lights as soon as possible.   
 
Officers were also looking at alternative suggestions to ease congestion.  The Chair 
asked that the Parish Council be kept informed of any alternatives suggested.   
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington referred to the meeting arranged for Friday, 28th February 
at 2.30pm to discuss recent flood events that had affected Farndon Road.  The Clerk 
confirmed that she would be attending, together with the Chair if previous 
appointments allowed.   
 
Councillor Parker referred to the work that had been undertaken by contractors at 
Hawton which had seen part of the riverbank removed with a channel formed into the 
SUDS being created for the Middlebeck/Southern Link Road development.  The Clerk 
advised that the Environment Agency had been asked to provide a copy of the permits 



which had allowed that work.   This would be raised at the meeting on the 28th 
February.  
 
It was noted that the meeting with residents of Nursery Avenue regarding flooding was 
in the process of being arranged.   
 
Councillor Parker referred to problems created by vehicles parking on the verge 
adjacent to the roundabout on Sandhill Road.  The Clerk advised that this had been 
raised with Via and a letter was in the process of being sent to properties around the 
roundabout.    
 
Councillor Duckmanton referred to items in the highway that the Parish Council 
considered to be encroachments that had been reported to Via.  However, Officers did 
not consider that to be the case.  Councillor Mrs Saddington asked that 
correspondence be forwarded to her so that the matter could be discussed with 
officers. 
 
Councillor Mrs Saddington advised that a sum of £400 had been awarded to the Parish 
Council from her Divisional Fund.     
 
The Chair thanked Councillor Mrs Saddington for her report and kind donation and 
reconvened the meeting at 7.09pm.  
 

FPC24-139 Nottinghamshire County Council 

 There were no matters to consider.  
 

FPC24-140 District Councillor Session 
The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.10pm to allow for the District Councillors report. 
 
Councillor Allen advised it was nice to see representation from the Parish Council at 
the Chairman’s Civic Service on Sunday, 23rd February.   
 
Councillor Parker referred to problems with an overhanging hedge on the jitty between 
Sandhill Road and The Meadows.  The Clerk advised that this had previously been 
raised with the Rights of Way team and Via.  It had also been raised with Officers at 
Newark & Sherwood District Council as the adjacent property was Council owned.  The 
District Council had advised that the property was empty and Officers would look to 
cut the hedge back.  The Clerk was asked to forward the email thread to District 
Councillors.   
 
Councillor Haynes referred to changes in the Housing Revenue Account that would 
allow District Councillors to bid for funding to tackle problem areas in their wards such 
as the above.    
 
Councillor Haynes referred to the Local Government Reform which would see the 
County split into two unitary authorities.  A proposal for Nottinghamshire would be 
submitted to the Secretary of State in March.   



A consultation will be issued on plans for the future of the district in terms of Economic 
Development.   
 
The Chair thanked District Council Members for their reports and reconvened the 
meeting at 7.16pm.    
 

FPC24-141 Newark & Sherwood District Council  

 There were no matters to consider.  

  

FPC24-142 Farndon Residents Environment Group 

 The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.18pm for the report from FREG.  
 
Mr Swanwick advised that working parties had made improvements to the surface of 
the footpath which connected Power Lane to Farndon Park, by overlaying it with bark.  
More bark was needed to completely finish the project.  Signage had been sourced to 
highlight this was a public footpath with no access for horses and vehicles.   
 
Work had also been undertaken in the Willow Holt, as well as the monthly litter picks.  
 
The Chair thanked Mr Swanwick for his report and reconvened the meeting at 7.25pm.  
 

(a) Minutes – February 2025 

 Members noted the minutes, a copy of which had been circulated to Members.   

  

FPC24-143 Public 10 Minute Session 

 The Chair suspended the meeting at 7.20pm for the public session.  
 
A resident referred to a litter bin on Main Street that was regularly filled with dog 
waste bags, rather than owners using the dog bin on the Millennium Green.  After 
discussion, the Clerk was asked to speak to the District Council and seek the removal of 
the litter bin. 
 
The Chair thanked the resident for their participation and reconvened the meeting at 
7.25pm.  
 

FPC24-144 Financial Matters 

(a) To consider accounts for payments in accordance with the circulated schedule 
Members received and noted the accounts for payments as outlined in the circulated 
schedule.  
 

(b) To note any receipts in accordance with the circulated schedule 
Members received and noted the receipts as outlined in the circulated schedule.  
 

(c) To note the Council’s financial position as at 31st January 2025 
Members noted that the Council’s financial position as at 31st January 2025 across all 
its accounts was £49,371.88. 



(d) To note the budgetary position of the Farndon Friendship Group and consider an 
application to the National Lottery Awards for All 
Members noted that the budget for the Farndon Friendship Group, secured originally 
from the National Lottery was coming to an end.  After discussion, it was AGREED that 
the Clerk progress an application with Awards for All to try and secure further funding.   

  

FPC24-145 Parish Council Matters 

(a) To consider a response to the Staythorpe Power Station Carbon Capture Project 
Consultation 
Members noted the consultation that was currently underway regarding the Carbon 
Capture Project at Staythorpe Power Station.  A public consultation event would be 
held on Saturday, 1st March 2025 between 10am and 4pm at the Memorial Hall.  
 
After discussion, it was AGREED that no formal response to the consultation be 
submitted.  
 

(b) To note receipt of the trees from ‘I Dig Trees’ and arrange a community planting event 
The Clerk advised that the trees from ‘I Dig Trees’ had now been received.  After 
discussion, it was AGREED that a community planting event be arranged, with the Clerk 
liaising with FREG and the Scout Group as requested by District Councillor Kellas, and 
the wider community.  
 
The pack consisted of 50 tree ‘whips’ and included Common Oak, Silver Birch, Green 
Beech, Hornbeam and Alder. 
 

(c) To consider an event to commemorate the 80th Anniversary of V E Day 
After discussion, it was AGREED that the Parish Council join in with the National beacon 
lighting event on Thursday, 8th May 2025.    
 
The Clerk would liaise with the Cricket Club and organisers of the annual John Clark Fun 
Run to see if a combined event could be arranged.  

  

FPC24-146 Update Reports from Chairs 

(a) Chairman’s Report 
There were no items to report.   

  

(b) Planning 

 Applications 
24/02130/FUL – The Burrows, 1 School Lane, Farndon - Proposed part-demolition of an 
existing garage, erection of a 1.5-story Passive House with attached double garage at 
the rear of the site 
Prior to consideration of this item Cllr Chrimes declared a personal interest and 
withdrew from consideration of the application.  
 
After discussion, while noting the comments made by the Conservation Officer, it was 
AGREED that no objection be raised to the application.  



Decision Notices 
There were none at the time of setting the agenda.  
 
Tree Works 
24/01972/TPO – 3 Jackson Court, Farndon – Undertake work to tree protected by TPO 
N41 Part of Group 3 – Lime tree.   Remove one lower limb overhanging property 
boundary 
 
Members received and noted the application for tree works.  
 

(c) General Purposes 
To receive correspondence from a resident of Holmefield regarding street numbering 
The Clerk referred to correspondence received from a resident of Holmefield 
expressing concern at the difficulty experienced by emergency service vehicles in 
locating properties in an emergency.  The properties were numbered sequentially and 
in circular clusters with no identification of numbers outside of the clusters.  
 
The Clerk was asked to investigate the number of clusters that would require signage 
and bring a report back to the March meeting for consideration.   

  

(d) Cemetery 
There were no matters to consider.  
 

(e) Playing Field 
To note the recent burglary at the Bowls Pavilion and steps taken since the incident 
The Clerk updated Members on steps taken to secure the Council’s buildings and 
property since the break-in on 7th February 2025.  Police were aware and a Crime 
Reference had been obtained.  
 
To receive the Play Area Annual Inspection 
The Clerk referred to the annual inspection, a copy of which had been circulated to 
Members for information.  All matters contained were with either Very Low or Low 
Risk.  The Clerk would review with the Sexton and progress any areas that needed to 
be addressed.  
 
Use of the Playing Field 
Councillor Duckmanton advised that Newark Vets were finishing the season playing at 
the YMCA.  It was unlikely they would return to Farndon next season.  
 

(f) Ponds & Riverside 
To note the recent vandalism and damage caused at the Ponds and steps taken since 
the incident 
The Clerk updated Members on the recent vandalism and damage caused at the Ponds.  
All information received had been logged with the Police and a Crime Reference had 
been obtained.   The Council’s insurers had been notified as, given the level of damage, 
an insurance claim would need to be submitted.   



  

(g) Reports from Outside Bodies 
Councillor Mrs Kingston advised that she was currently acting as Chair of the Memorial 
Hall Trustees due to ill-health of the Chair.    A meeting had yet to be held in 2025.   
 

FPC24-147 
(a) 
 
 

Notts Association of Local Councils 
February Newsletter  
Members received and noted the content of the February Newsletter, a copy of which 
had been circulated to them for information.  

  

FPC24-148 
 
 

Correspondence 
1st Farndon Guides 
The Clerk referred to correspondence received from 1st Farndon Guides requesting the 
Parish Council give consideration to grant funding towards the cost of a tent which 
would enable the group to attend a Guide camp.   
 
The Chair referred to the unexpected additional funding received from Councillor Mrs 
Saddington’s Divisional Fund and it was AGREED that £200 of the £400 be diverted to 
1st Farndon Guides.  
 
Newark & Sherwood Alliance for People and Nature 
The Clerk referred to correspondence received from the Alliance regarding the use of 
pesticides.  Members noted that the only use of pesticides was the annual spray of the 
playing field and asked the Clerk to respond to the group to that effect.  
 

FPC24-149 
 

Items for Notification 
Councillor Parker asked that the Sexton remove the Sycamore on the jitty at The 
Meadows.   

FPC24-150 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday, 24th March 2025 at 6.30pm.  

  

The meeting closed at 8.18pm 
 


